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Part 3
[bookmark: _GoBack]The most critical aspect that has enhanced my development as a researcher is that of data collection. Data collection is the process of gathering useful information from reliable sources to find the best solutions to research questions or to test various hypotheses (Bryman (2017). As a researcher, I have understood that there various methods of data collection, namely, primary and secondary data methods. Primary methods are further subdivided into qualitative and quantitative, and as a researcher, it is essential to differentiate between the two. Bryman (2017), states that quantitative data methods majorly involve mathematical calculations like mean and standard deviation, while qualitative methods are associated with words, emotions, and feelings. Throughout my learning, I have understood that quantitative methods are helpful to researchers since they allow the use of a greater sample size and facilitate a quick collection of information. In addition, qualitative data methods enable researchers to collect detailed information, eliminate biasness, and allow the collection of first-hand information. Secondary data is data that is already in existence either in articles, newspapers, or journals. Secondary methods are efficient in terms of cost and time and are reliable since the data has been tested and verified.  
My development as a researcher has greatly influenced my profession as a special educator. As a researcher, I can now conduct research to determine the education needs, feelings, and expectations of students with special needs. From the analysis of the collected data, I can effectively develop an individualized education plan that suits the needs of every student. Besides, I can conduct effective research to determine the contributing factors to the performance of such students. In the future, I aspire to be part of the Council for Exceptional Children, and while in this body, I will use my research skills to determine the factors that affect learning of students with special needs (Mitchell, Adamson & McKenna, 2017).
References
Bryman, A. (2017). Quantitative and qualitative research: further reflections on their integration. In Mixing methods: Qualitative and quantitative research (pp. 57-78). Routledge.
Mitchell, B. S., Adamson, R., & McKenna, J. W. (2017). Curbing our enthusiasm: An analysis of the check-in/check-out literature using the council for exceptional children's evidence-based practice standards. Behavior modification, 41(3), 343-367.



